
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 15 November 2007] 

 p7263c-7264a 
Mr Shane Hill; Mr Jim McGinty 

 [1] 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

681. Mr S.R. HILL to the Minister for Health: 
Can the Minister for Health explain to members the level of federal government funding for mental health care 
and how this is affecting services? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
When the commonwealth government announced in November 2006 that it was going to provide a significant 
injection of funds into mental health services, particularly via the medical benefits scheme, so that doctors could 
receive an additional and enhanced payment for treating people with mental health conditions, it was warmly 
welcomed by everyone in the Australian community.  More money being put into mental health is a very good 
thing.  What we were a little concerned about at the time was that Western Australia might be treated unfairly; 
that is, we would not receive our fair share of the funds under this arrangement.  That has proved to be correct, 
based on the figures that have now been produced by the commonwealth government.  We have been dudded to 
the extent of $16 million a year as a result of the new funding arrangements, because we do not have as many 
psychiatrists and psychologists as Melbourne and Sydney do, and that is why we have been unable to claim at 
the appropriate rate for treatment of those mental health conditions. 

This is doubly so for people who live in country Western Australia.  The very significant shortage of 
psychiatrists, psychologists and general practitioners has meant, particularly in the country, that these new 
changes to the medical benefits scheme announced by the commonwealth for mental health care have proved to 
be of very little, if any, benefit, because in most country areas of the state there are simply no practising 
psychiatrists in the private sector and a limited number of psychologists in the private sector, and certainly, as 
everyone is aware, there is a shortage of GPs who are also able to offer mental health services.  In the nine 
months from November 2006, when the scheme was introduced, to July 2007, we were short-changed 
$12.3 million on account of mental health care alone in Western Australia.  We did not receive our fair share 
based on population, whereby we have 9.96 per cent of the Australian population, yet we received only 7.5 per 
cent of the funding that was available under that scheme.  That is the inequity that arose in that area.  
Notwithstanding that, we are determined to press ahead with significant expenditures on mental health, including 
in those areas of commonwealth responsibility that have been neglected. 

Yesterday, I flew to Geraldton with the member for Geraldton to open the first community-supported residential 
unit complex in Geraldton.  These units are much needed in the major country towns and cities to enable people 
to be cared for and treated closer to their homes in the regions in which they live.  This complex is brilliant.  It 
will provide the most basic care for people who need support but who have mental health conditions.  Fourteen 
people in Geraldton, who quite often were in inappropriate accommodation, which led to them and their mental 
illnesses getting worse, will now be accommodated, with support from a local group, Fusion WA, which is a 
non-government organisation that provides support to those people.  There is no support whatsoever from the 
commonwealth government for that.  In the time ahead, we will also be opening in other major country towns 
and cities mental health facilities of a comparable nature.  It is disappointing that members of the Liberal Party at 
a state level have been making attempts to get on the bandwagon, with a not-in-my-backyard approach, to 
oppose these facilities being constructed.  Hon Helen Morton has been running around wherever she can - 

Mr T. Buswell:  Not in Busselton. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Not in Busselton, because we are looking after the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.  We 
are making sure that his electorate gets a new hospital and community-supported residential units.  People in the 
country are doing very well out of this government when it comes to health care. 
I conclude by saying this: today, the Prime Minister made an announcement that $248 million would be spent on 
addressing - this comes back to the question posed by the Leader of the Opposition - the problem of aged care 
people being accommodated in our government hospitals and adding to the pressure on emergency departments.  
It is quite an amazing statement.  He said that $248 million will be spent over the next four years on more aged 
care places, but he expects the states to pay more than half of that to meet this commonwealth area of 
responsibility.  He must be joking.  Western Australia is 2 700 beds short in the aged care sector at the moment, 
a fact recognised by the Prime Minister’s own department.  He now wants state governments to pick up more 
than half of the cost of something that, one week out from an election, he now realises is a problem.  He cannot 
be serious. 
 


